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| am Saki Murotani, an award-winning
e o creative director, animator, and illustrator
@ based in Vancouver, Canada. Originally from

Hokkaido, Japan, | create culturally and
community-rooted work with integrity and
heart.

My recent work focuses on projects that
honour history, heritage, and culture. | have
extensive experience collaborating with
Indigenous communities, researchers,
non-profits and small businesses . With a
thoughtful, narrative-driven approach, |
combine handcrafted illustration, design
and animation with meaningful storytelling-
always with care, intention and purpose.

A Vancouver, BC, Canada
] www.sakiart.com
¢ hello@sakiart.com
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Malyk-Downey Racing

Sprint car illustration / T-shirt design




animation.

visual storytelling



We dance to remember
We dance to heal
We dance to be seen
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Deskahehn

All the visuals / Animation
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DESKAHEH

__ APROJECT CREATED BY RESURGENT HISTORIES:
9N THE INDIGENOUS HISTORY LAB AT MCMASTER UNIVERSITY
ANIMATED AND ILLUSTRATED BY SAKI MUROTAN] -
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The Double-Headed Serpent
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Shadow of a Giant

Animation for documentary film

www.glant.ge.ca

(867) 669-2426
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motion design.

video, maps & INnfographics
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Ll e 0 Transnationally Indigenous

~ Interactive map for web

SAPPORO - TOKYO (by plane)

Visited the Chinese Embassador to Japan
and attended a meeting of the domestic
situation and the ethnic minorities of China
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illustration.
web & print
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NEW FACULTY

In the carly 19705, a seall delegation of Indigenous

iokkaldo, Japan embarked on an un-

Alau from }
precedented trip to the People’s Republic of China
sponsored by none other than Communist keader
Mao Zedong. At the same time, a delegation of First
Natlons and Métis in British Columbla, Canada
were in the beginning stages of organizing their
own three-week long visit to China. While cach
of these trips was monumental in its own right
both were part of an initiative of the Chinese gov

cmment almed at supporting and fostering global
Indigenous and minority collectives, all in an effort
to propel China's attempts at that time to become a
new world leader. For the Indigenous delegations
however, these were some of the very first efforts
in Indigenous transnational diplomacy across the
Pacific Occan, More importantly, they were the first
acts of global Indigenous recognition entirely inde-

pendent of local colonial governments.

Over the Last few decades, the cultural and political
significance of these trips has been greatly neglected
by scholarship and almost entirdly lost to the wider
Indigenous and non-Indigenous public. Even re-
scarchers like myself (Aymur Kadir Jisis A5503)
struggle to locate any writings on or photographs
of these particular ventures: it was only through
difficult to find newspaper clippings, buried deep

in seemingly random library archives that our

Dr. Aynur Kadir

Rescarch Assistant, a UBC doctoral student,
Cheyanne Connell (Dunne-za Cree), was able to
finally find a small handful of publications on these
trips, albeit nearly a decade after this project was
first started by my colleague, SFU anthropologist
Dr. Michael Hathaway, Yet, these trips represent a
pivotal moment in how global Indigenous allances
came into being and signify some of the many over-
looked innovations of Indigenous leaders and activ-
Ists in seeking out and asserting thelr Indigenous
rights and identities during a time when even thele
own national and local governments refused to ac-

knowledge them.

In an effort to bring greater attention to these his-
torles, myself and Michael Hathaway, along with
Alponguin Anishinaabe scholar Dr. Rick Colbourne
(Carleton University), Yellowkaife Dene scholar
Dr. Glen Coulthard (UBC), Dr. Scott Harrison (Asia
Pacific Foundation), and other rescarchers, are ex-
cited to be leading a project called Transnationally
Indigenous. Still in its carly stages, the project aims to
identify 2nd expand public and academic knowledge
of the history and legacy of these trips, and how these
indigenous-led global efforts fostered and shaped
local Indigenous future-making. Together, with
Cree fibmmakers Michea! Auger and Petie Chalifour,
we are creating a film and digital placform that will
showease the lives and acts of the 19708 delegation

members and leaders, now Elders, and provide an op-
portunity for current and future generations to leam
about these once forgotten historics

Growing up as an Indigenous Uyghur, in the far
northwest part of China, 1 have experienced how
people’s rights to land, culture, education, and
language have been changing drastically over the
years. On the one hand, many of my own peoplie’s
struggles resonate with global Indigenous rights
movements, such as those in the 19705, On the other
hand, China’s present ethnic minority policics and
lack of multiculturalism, as well as their rejection of
the term Indigenous, offer points of tension in ousr
investigation of China's role and actions in asserting
Indigenous rights across borders. How is it possible
that China, which now hosts some of the most inbu-
mane treatments of Uyghurs and other minoritics,
was once a leader in supporting Indigenous and
minority peoples reclaim their culture and rights as
Indigenous? It is my hope, as well as that of my col-
leagues, that this project can help us and others nmake
sense of the complexitics of Indigenous rights in
China, and flluminate just how inspiring Indigenous
peoples are in their fight against colonialism.,

For more information on this project, please visit

httpsy/www.rransnationallyindigenous.com/.

FACULTY

faculty
reflections

CANDACE
GALLA

started 2010

While Efo had other plans for an intended rostful sad rejuvinating
sabbatical during the pandemic, | was able to carve cut time
to engage with ‘Clelo Kawati and Hawaian cultural workshops
through caling coursewor and in-person learming. This was much
neoded for healing and nurturing of my wellkeing. | wrapped up
eritiple publications, some of which were co-authored pleces
with friends, mentors, colleagues, and students that related
to ladigenous language revitalzation, policy, and/or teacher
educaton. Two new projects that l'm especially excited to lead
include a Spencer Grant on Indigencus Language Reclamation,
Revitakzation, and Education in Guam and Hawaii™ and the de-
velopment of a self-paced asynchrenous MOOT on “Indigencus
Languages: From Policy and Planning to lmplementation and
Assessment” that is funded by UBC's Continuous Learning
Advancement Fund. Rigning with UNESCY's Intomational Docade of
Indigencus Languages (2022-2023). the MOOC supports language
revitalization, reclamation, and resurgence efforts and will b
Isunched in fall 2022



Publications
Infographics & Mmayp design
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Indigenous Populations in Select Economies
(as % of popudation)
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What a
Lives forMushroom

Book illustration

UCTION 9

INTROD
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IS THE SOURCE OF BRILLIANT |
LICY AND RESEARCH IDEAS! )







